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Uhc Organising THissioncrs Celler 
An absence of eighteen months makes one 

feel almost a stranger in B.C.A., but I sup-
pose it will not be long before I shall feel I 
have never been away. It is a great joy to 
find that the Society has been so nobly sup-
ported during my long absence, for it is a 
good thing that the work should not depend 
on a personality. Mr. Livingstone and Mr. 
Greenwood have done a very splendid job 
and besides endearing themselves to many of 
you, have greatly consolidated the Society's 
work. Almost the last things I did before 
leaving for England were to arrange for the 
purchase of the new Hostel at Broken Hill 
and for the new nursing work at Rawlinna. 
It is very gratifying to find that both these 
centres are now in full operation. Of course, 
much remains to be done, but that always 
seems to be the case in B.C.A., doesn't it? 
Some of you must think that the more you 
do, the more you are asked to do! You. don't 
really mind, do you? One is almost appalled 
at the incredible increase in costs during the 
past eighteen months. Though I fully realise 
that it will have greatly increased the domes-
tic budgets of you all, I hope you will realise 
that these big increases make the financial 
burden of the Society's maintenance more 
difficult than ever. 

For a great many years—indeed from the 
very beginning of the Society's existence— 
this great work has been made possible not 
only by the very generous gifts of those of 
you who read these words, but also by the 
self-sacrifice of a long line of men and women. 
When I or others ask you, almost without 
cessation, to give to B.C.A., will you please 
remember that nurses, hostel workers and 
missioners, and all those in the Society, serve 
for the very minimum wage. We really do 
try to make every penny you so kindly give 
us go to the furthest possible extent in service. 

During my stay in Britain I found a great 
many people vitally interested in B.C.A. Many 
gave generously to our funds, and will con-
tinue to do so in future years. They realise 
that we are engaged in laying the foundation 

of a Christian tradition in this land, such as 
has been the rock of their own survival in 
Britain. We are glad that our people at Home 
are so deeply interested in us and our service 
and gratefully accept their prayers and help, 
but we here in Australia must continue by 
the most strenuous of efforts to do all in our 
power to help ourselves and our nation. Only 
then can we justify their interest and ready 
assistance. I should like here to pay a tribute 
to the Colonial and Continental Church 
Society for all the help and kindness they 
have shown to me personally and the interest 
and assistance given to B.C.A. Without them 
our service would have been considerably 
poorer. 

I hope to meet you all from time to time, 
but specially would I like to see you at the 
Annual Rally in St. Andrew's Chapter House 
on the 17th August. Let it be one of those 
splendid family gatherings B.C.A. is famous 
for, and we will give the Thank-offering to-
wards payment of the amount outstanding on 
that very excellent new project—the Broken 
Hill Hostel. We need £3,000 to wipe the debt 
off in its entirety. Of course, if you can do 
it in one mighty effort at the Rally, we can 
then face up to something else so much the 
sooner. However, you will do the best you 
can, I know—you always have. 

The Rawlinna Nursing Service has filled 
a great need and given heart and confidence 
to a band of people who live in a most diffi-
cult and lonely place. It is about 200 miles 
east of Kalgoorlie. Find it on a map and try 
and visualise what it would be like to live in 
one of a little row of cottages where, if you 
stepped out of the front door, you beheld a 
view consisting entirely of flat plain upon 
which nothing much grows. Then if you 
wanted to vary your view you had a look 
from the back door and found the same thing. 
No shops, no garden, no Church, and the 
nearest medical attention well over two 
hundred miles away—until a B.C.A. sister 
came. How would you feel? 
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We in B.C.A. are a fortunate people. We 
can, under God's guidance and with His help, 
make a very great difference to people's lives. 
It is given to us to bring them ease of mind 
and heart and to point them to God's way of 
life by examples of very real service to them-
selves, made in His name. Can you think 
of a better service in which you can engage 
yourself? I cannot. Sister Thomas is doing 
a very excellent piece of work at Rawlinna— 

and she offered to go there. Now stand behind 
her with your prayers and let us see that she 
and all those splendid people in our work 
want for nothing that will enable them to do 
the work of the Kingdom of God more 
efficiently. 

Yours sincerely 

THE ORGANISING MISSIONER. 

*Jhe l/adtnedd Kjf ^rriA oLove 
Sister L. Loane. 

We of the B.C.A. family have many friends, 
who, though personally unknown to us, and 
whom, perhaps, we shall never meet, regu-
larly supply us with reading matter in various 
forms, and many other articles that prove use-
ful in our work, either in the work itself, 
or for giving to those in need. From time to 
time we hear from these friends, and when I 
receive a letter from any of them, I find my-
self wondering just what they are like, and 
yet I feel I know them quite well. It is a 
wonderful fellowship we have, because it is 
in the fellowship of Christ. Recently some of 
these friends have asked me to write for the 
"Real Australian" and tell just what the hos-
pital here is like; how many patients and how 
many workers, so that they can get a clearer 
mind-picture of life in general here. 

Penong is a small town on the main road to 
Western Australia, about forty-eight miles 
from Ceduna. There are not many houses, a 
dozen perhaps, two stores, an Anglican and a 
Methodist Church, and a public hall. I al-
ways smile when I see an address given as 
Main Street, Penong, because there is not 
really any other street. The surrounding 
country is mainly grass-covered paddocks, 
undulating and extending into the distances, 
broken, now and again, by a patch of mallee 
scrub, or towards the south by the sandhills, 
always so white and awesome, and beyond 
them the sea. The landing ground is a pad-
dock ouite near the hospital, and this being 
on a slight rise give a wide view of the coun-
try round about. I love that view at all 
seasons. I love the freedom of the open 

spaces. It speaks so clearly of the freedom 
of God's service and the vastness of His love. 
Wheat and oats are the main crops grown, 
but now more and more the farmers are go-
ing in for sheep and giving up the cropping 

which depends so much on rain at the right 
time and so on. About four miles out of the 
town there are gypsum mines and many tons 
are sent each year to other works for refining. 
Towards the coast are salt lakes and these, 
too, provide an industry for a small section of 
the community, many bags of salt being sent 
by rail to Ceduna and thence by boat, quite 
often to New Zealand. And so amidst these 
folk of varying interests and occupations, we 

The Penong Hospital. 
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at the hospital live and work. Nor do we feel 
a unit apart, but very much at one with the 
people. It is their own hospital, built as a 
memorial after World War I and opened in 
1927, all debt being cleared several years ago. 
Since the opening date, much has been added 
in the way of equipment and modern conveni-
ences, thanks in part to the B.C.A. Auxiliaries 
and their generous gifts to us, and in part to 
the effort of the people who are always ready 
to tackle any request, within reason, made to 
them, by the one in charge. We have recent-
ly had the entire interior painted, and in 
parts enamelled the furniture as well as the 
walls. The whole place looks like a new 
pin, so much so that we are almost afraid to 
move things in case we scratch them. This 
effort was made possible by a gift of paint 
to B.C.A. from a friend in Adelaide and by 
the local Hospital Committee. 

The hospital serves a wide area, reaching 
from some miles east towards Ceduna, to 
Nullarbor Station one hundred and eighty 
west, and sometimes we have had patients 
from as far west as Eucla, three hundred miles 
away. One just never knows who is coming 
next or where they will come from and day 
and night are much the same to those who 
need help. The building is of stone, is sur-
rounded by verandahs, has high walls and 
plenty of floor space. There are two wards, 
with three beds each, a well equipped opera-
ting theatre, a nursery with four cots, to cope 
with babies of varying ages, and then the 
usual necessary set-up of kitchen, sitting 
room, and so on. The staff usually consists 
of one sister and an assistant, whose duties 
include anything from cleaning the kitchen 
stove (how we love that job) to assisting in 
the theatre when new babies arrive. What 
an opportunity for one who likes hard work 
and plenty of novelty! Doctor is based at 
Ceduna and comes here every Thursday 
afternoon to see anyone who needs advice and 
treatment. At other times our connection with 
her is by phone, and what a comfort it is to 
the Sister. The patients come first of all to 
the hospital, and treatment is given according 
to the need. If Dr.'s advice is needed, she is 
contacted and if necessary comes up, usually 
by the B.C.A. plane, to see the patient and do 
whatever is indicated. In this way we are 
able to work as a team and the people get 

the best results in the easiest and quickest 
way. Many of the children have been in from 
time to time, and though some dislike the 
very thought of us, remembering perhaps the 
days when they came along for "needles" for 
immunization, many are quite happy to spend 
a few days with us. One of our "letter" 
friends has sent comics, and these and jig-
saw puzzles are particularly popular with the 
boys, as is also a large set of Chinese Check-
ers, which has very nice marbles as men. How 
often I have picked those marbles up in the 
ward and down the hall, perhaps nearly as 
often as I have retrieved stray beads that 
will roll out of the box when little girls 
are threading them. We have a large doll, 
too, who has an assortment of clothes, and 
she is very popular with the youngsters, 
visitors as well as patients. "Sister, may I 
play with your dolly for a while?" is a fre-
quent request: Gwen is her name. 

Mr. Hayman, our B.C.A. Missioner, visits 
us once a fortnight and, if possible, takes a 
service in one of the wards. We generally 
manage to bring all the patients in and we 
have a happy and very blessed half hour 
together. Once or twice he has given us a 
film strip service, and we do enjoy these. 
Apart from this, we always have a reading 
with the patients in the evening before lights 
out. We don't sing as they do in the other 
hospitals in the morning and evening, because 
our numbers are few and our voices poor! 
Much prayer lies behind it all, and each case 
is covered by prayer and we know that it 
is God who undertakes, and "He healeth 
them." 

This, then, gives an idea of our work at 
Penong Hospital. There is more to talk about 
—the weather, for instance: it's 106-deg. now, 
and rising; or the garden, for which we are 
always seeking a shower of rain, but these 
are just the things that go to make up life. 
Even "Salty", the cat, has his place, especi-
ally when he catches the neighbour's 
chickens. It's a great life and a happy one, 
and made possible by the constraining love 
of Christ. Our warmest thanks go out to all 
who support us, by gifts, by love and above 
all by prayer, and though so many are un-
known to us, the barriers of time and distance 
do not exist so much if we are "all one in 
Christ Jesus," 
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l^jolna Weit SISTER E. THOMAS 

arranged that we should join forces there, and 
leave early on the Monday morning. Yes, 
early it was, for we had breakfast at 2 a.m. 
and then left on the "tea and sugar" train. 
Fortunately, we were able to have more sleep, 
disturbed only by the train pulling up at 
several sidings. 

About 7.30 at Deakin, an ex-patient and her 
two little boys came over for a chat. On the 
way I was able to advise several mothers 
about their babies, to interview a New Aus-
tralian and several other folk, and to arrange 
for a little boy to have the Mail Bag Sunday 
School lessons sent to him. 

Many were the stops at stations for shunting 
and once between camps to enable the men 
of the gang to load used sleepers to take along 
for firewood. This meant that the train gave 
many lurches when moving forward several 
yards to get into the right position. About 

sunset the train suddenly came to a bend in 
the line, the first for the day! We had been 
travelling since very early in the day and at 
11 o'clock that night, as we pulled into Raw-
linna we were still on the Nullarbor Plain! 

Late as it was there were some ladies at the 
train to meet us and after much unloading 
of luggage, and there seemed no end to it 
because so many people being interested in 
the work and in the opening of a new Hostel 
had so very kindly given me things to bring 
with me, off we went to supper. My first 
glimpse of the Hostel showed that the women 
folk had been working very hard for the 
furniture. The equipment was all in readi-
ness, even to flowers in the little sitting room. 

The next day was spent chiefly in planning 
where this, that and the other thing should 
go. All this happened less than a week ago, 
and needless to say there is still much to be 
done, but the people are very co-operative 
and made me feel very much at home from 
the very first and in time all the little extras 
around the building will be done. 

The children have been asking many times 
about Sunday School so to-day we had the 
first one, when ten kiddies came along full of 
enthusiasm and very keen. There is a girl of 
fourteen who is willing to look after the little 
ones and give them their lesson. 

The school teacher is also co-operative and 
already has made himself known to me and 
we have arranged to have Religious Instruc 
tion each Wednesday afternoon. 

To-night I was out to tea in a home where 
there was also another visitor, a guard from 
several hundreds of miles away. After tea 
one thing led to another and the result was 
that we were singing hymns round the piano. 
One can only hope and pray that the words 
of those hymns will strike something within 
the hearts of the people that will cause them 
to think of all that those words mean and 
that there will be those who desire to know 
something of the One Who loves them and 
cares for them. 

Please do remember the work as it is opened 
up here, that I may be faithful in each detail, 
that His will might be done and that souls 
may be brought to a saving knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Going West in this case means going East 
first, and to go East I left Ceduna very early 
one morning on holidays and arrived at 
Wudinna hospital by 8 a.m. and glad to have 
those miles behind me early in the day, be-
cause of the very warm weather which was 
promised and which certainly came the fol-
lowing day. 

En route I spent two days at Tarcoola and 
several at Cook and at each place received a 
very warm welcome both from the weather— 
a mere 114° one day!—and from those 
stationed at each place. Mr. Hayman was 
along the track at this particular time and was 
at Cook this week-end. It was previously 

Rawlinna Nursing Hostel. 
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Mrs. MacLAUGHLIN 

You may recall reading in the Real 
Australian, a little over a year ago, that B.C.A. 
had succeeded in purchasing a large old home 
in Broken Hill, to which the Council had de-
cided to transfer the Boys' Hostel from Wil-
cannia. Now after our first year, we would 
like to report that we are going strong! 

The first year commenced with ten boys in 
residence, and the first month of preparation 
culminated with the visit of His Grace the 
Archbishop of Sydney to perform the opening 
ceremony which has already been described 
in an earlier issue. Miss M. Farr, the pre-
vious Matron of Wilcannia Hostel, had been 
with us, and we took full advantage of her 
experience in getting the new Hostel into run-
ning order before the opening, after which she 
departed to her new sphere in South Aus-
tralia, leaving my husband and me to carry 
on. 

Many folk, even readers of the Real Aus-
trali, have little idea of what a Hostel really 
is. Some believe it to be a type of boarding 
school, whilst others think it to be nothing 
more or less than a boarding house. Actually, 
it is best summed up in a few words on our 
Prospectus—"A Christian home away from 
home" where the boys live whilst attending 
the Public Schools. One advantage of the 
transfer to Broken Hill is the presence here 
of High and Technical Schools. Of the six-
teen lads who are in the Hostel this year, 
seven are attending High School. These boys 
would have been unable to obtain a Secondary 
Education had not the Hostel been here. 

A Christian Home—that is our ideal. 
Although rules must not only exist, but be 
enforced for so large a "family" to live con-
tentedly together, our aim is that the at-
mosphere of a true home may be felt where 
love and understanding are always in evidence. 

Many parents, with a household containing 
only their own children find this difficult to 
achieve, so you will readily imagine how much 
more difficult it is made by the diversity of 
character and the widely varying background 
from which the lads come to us. Only the 
Spirit of God can perform this task as He 
speaks through us to these boys who in most 
cases have not even the slightest knowledge 
of God or His Love when they first come in. 

To pray, to read His Word, to honour His Day 
—these are strange new experiences to many 
of them. Some respond to His Love—others 
spurn it as too likely to interfere with their 
own plans for their lives. Our task is to 
continue to present it to them throughout all 
the mundane tasks and duties of the life of 
a home. We join our prayers with yours who 
have helped by prayer and gifts, that the work 
may increase and be blessed, bearing fruit 
in the lives of the boys who come to the Hostel 
in their impressionable school years before 
they face the larger responsibilities of the 
adult world. 

Ucmcmbcr the &C.A. in Xjour Will! 

The Boys Stand For Grace. 
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*Jhe V^.l^.^Jr.^rnnaat r\eport +jror Lyear C^ndina, ^December, 1950 

It gives me pleasure to present to you the 31st Annual 
Report of our Society, for during the year the work 
continued to develop and expand despite the difficulties 
of the present situation. 

MISSIONS 
The missioners of B.C.A. continued their devoted work 

in the best traditions of the Society. Their task is no 
easier than it was, for although their missions continue to 
grow in area and importance, manpower does not keep 
pace with this growth. The result is that some of the 
men are very seriously overworked and are obviously feeling 
the strain. The Society is making strong and repeated 
efforts to recruit clergy, and is meeting with some success, 
which gives hope for the future. A number of bishops 
have shown their confidence in the Society by requesting 
B.C.A. missioners for a number of vacancies, but unfor-
tunately, owing to the manpower shortage which B.C.A. 
shares with the whole Church, a response to these requests 
has been deferred for the time being. Much prayer is 
needed so that the young men of the Church will heed 
the call to the ministry in general, and B.C.A. in particular. 

The Organising Missioner, Rev. Tom Jones, continued 
his work for the Society in England, where he has made 
many friends for B.C.A. Unfortunately, Mr. Jones was 
taken ill during December, and this has delayed his return 
to Australia. i '-\ 

The Assistant Organising Missioner, the Rev. David 
Livingstone, continued to lead the Society in the absence 
of Organising Missioner. As well as directing the work, 
Mr. Livingstone visited most of the field and fulfilled a 
heavy programme of Deputations, which helped to make 
the B.C.A. more widely known. 

The N.S.W. Secretary, the Rev. John Greenwood, com-
menced his duties in March. He has proved an inde-
fatigable deputationist, who has devoted himself whole-
heartedly to the work. The result is that interest has 
considerably increased and many more Bark Huts have 
been taken. 

There were several changes in the West Darling Mission. 
The Rev. E. W. Fisher-Johnson left during the year after 
ably holding the fort for two years. The two deaconesses, 
Miss Spry and Miss Clarke, then moved from Ivanhoe and 
Menindee to Wilcannia, and the Rev. W. Mitchell, a stu-
dent of the Society, was appointed to Menindee after ordi-
nation by the late Bishop of Riverina. This team of 
workers is doing splendid work with the aid of two 
vehicles, St. Aidan's Van bought with a legacy from the 
estate of the late Mrs. Wilkinson, and St. Margaret's Van 
supplied by the Ladies' Auxiliary of the Colonial and 
Continental Church Society in London and the Ladies' 
Auxiliaries in Australia. The deaconesses had a trying 
experience when the Rectory and Church were severely 
damaged by a storm, but they have so built up the work 
of the Church in Wilcannia, that all the damage to the 
buildings was repaired without assistance from B.C.A. 
However, many friends of the Society replaced personal 
equipment lost at the time. The missioner has also had 
a difficult time through floods which curtailed much of his 
work. Despite these handicaps, there is sign of real bless-
ing in the regular congregations, cottage services and the 
formation of various youth groups. 

When the Rev. George Pearson left Cann River, he 
was replaced by the Rev. Jack Shilton, who, with his 
wife, is making a fine witness in that lonely centre. The 
Rev. E. G. Beavan and his wife continue their good 
work in the Heytesbury Forest, where the work con-
tinues to grow through their energy and devotion. In 
this mission the formation of a youth group holds much 
promise for the future. 

The Rev. Tom Pickburn and his wife left the Otway 
Mission after ten years' ministry. They were a great 
loss, but have since been replaced by the Rev. Ken 
Seymour and his wife, who are settling down to the work 
in an able manner. The Rev. D. Wicking and his wife 
have continued so well in the Delegate-Bonang mission 
that the Society will be able substantially to reduce its 
grant to that area in 1951, and stop the grant entirely 
at the end of that year. 

There were a number of changes in the South Austra-
lian missions during the year. The Rev. Theo Hayman 
transferred from Streaky Bay to the Far West Mission at 
Ceduna, where the Rev. P. Connell had worked so faith-
fully for a number of years; Mr. Connell went to Streaky 
Bay. The Far West Mission consists of eighty thousand 
square miles, and is over eight hundred miles long. It 
includes the Nullarbor Plain and much of the Transcon-
tinental Railway, and is far too much for one man to 
serve without injury to his health. An assistant missioner 
is an urgent need. Mr. Connell is to be congratulated 
upon passing another examination of his Scholar in 
Theology course. The Rev. George Fuhrmeister replaced 
Mr. Greenwood at Minnipa, where he is continuing the 
work in another area cf extraordinary difficulty, where 
an assistant missioner is also needed. His ministry, like 
that of Mr. Hayman at Ceduna, not only commends itself 
to the people, but is of real value to the medical staff of 
the B.C.A. hospital in his mission. The Rev. Alan 
Richards-Pugh continued his faithful ministry at the 
Franklin Harbour Mission, where the Society was able 
to supply him with an urgently needed new car during 
the year. 

Many Bush Services are held in Halls like this. 
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In Western Australia, the Rev. Jack Johnson and his 
wife replaced Rev. C. and Mrs. Sherlock in Denmark Mis-
sion, where many thank God for their ministry, which, 
like several others, has made good advances amongst the 
young people. 

The Society deeply regrets the continued vacancy at 
Rappville in northern New South Wales. It has been 
unable to secure the services of a missioner for that 
area despite much effort. We shall continue to appeal 
for a suitable man, and pray that one will soon offer 
his services. 

This all too brief report, together with the information 
supplied through "The Real Australian" and other litera-
ture, broadcasts and deputations, tells a story of missioners 
and their wives helping to build up the Church of God 
outback with a devotion and spirit of service unsurpassed. 
The wives of the missioners have much to contend with in 
unsuitable homes, lacking modern domestic aids; in some 
cases they have to deal with drought and great heat; in 
others with floods and many pests; in most missions their 
husbands are absent from home for long periods on 
patrol, but they remain faithfully and patiently at home 
making a vital contribution to B.C.A. Much more could 
be told of the work of men like one who, after six hours' 
arduous work in great heat, had to leave his truck bogged 
in the sand while he trudged for thirteen miles through 
the dark so that a few small children would not miss 
their Scripture lesson. But sufficient has been said to 
encourage us to hope that the members of the Society and 
the whole Church will be inspired by their example 
to pray for these men and their wives, and to redouble 
their efforts to supply their needs. They are abundantly 
worthy of all the trust and confidence reposed in them. 

STUDENTS 
At this stage of the report, it will be encouraging to 

note that the future as far as manpower is concerned, is 
most encouraging. Four men have now completed their 
theological training and will be ready to go to the field 
at the conclusion of two years' service in their home 
dioceses. The first of these will be ready early in 1952. 
Another six men are training, and at least two more are 
expected to commence training this year. Several others 
already ordained, have indicated their intention of offer-
ing their services after they have been two years in orders. 
All being well, a steady stream of men will soon be 
going out to the missions. 

THE MAIL BAG SUNDAY SCHOOL 
"Steady progress"—these words sum up the past year 

of work in the Mail Bag Sunday School. 
The scheme of lessons has now been expanded to 

eleven grades, and this means that progressive instruction 
for children from five to fifteen years of age is provided. 

A new series of Confirmation Lessons in booklet form 
have been published, and from enquiries received they 
seem to be meeting a real need. 

The numbers of enquiries for lessons is gradually 
increasing as more parents from all over the Common-
wealth come to realise the value and importance of 
Christian education for their children. 

In order to cope with the increased work in the Mail 
Bag office an electric duplicator has been purchased and 
is proving a very real benefit. 

Letters of appreciation which come from parents and 
children show that the Mail Bag Sunday School plays 
an important part in the lives of country people. One lad 
recently wrote to his teacher: "I came first in our school 
Scripture exam given by out minister, Although I am. 

feeling happy at going to boarding school I am sorry that 
I won't be able to do any more Sunday School lessons. 
I will remember the lessons I have learned with you and 
I will always try to be a good boy, as I know you would 
like me to be." 

THE HOSTELS 
There were several changes and developments in this 

branch of our activities during the year. The new Hostel 
at Broken Hill commenced in the capable hands of Mr. 
and Mrs. McLaughlin. It was dedicated by the Archbishop 
of Sydney, assisted by the late Bishop of Riverina, and is 
going from strength to strength. The matron and warden 
are doing a very fine work, establishing an excellent 
tradition for the future. 

The Hostels at Mungindi continued under the able 
direction of the two matrons, Miss E. Cheers and Miss 
E. I. Cheers. At the end of the year Miss E. Cheers 
was appointed to Bowral Hostel after twenty-one years' 
remarkable service. Deaconess Dixon resigned from 
Bowral at the end of the year, and she will be greatly 
missed. 

Miss Stokes acted as matron of Port Lincoln Hostel 
during the absence of Miss Beck in England. She acquitted 
herself well there, overcoming with much patience many 
unusual difficulties. She was assisted later in the year by 
Miss Farr, who kindly agreed to assist her. Miss Farr also 
had a difficult year, having started at Broken Hill in order 
to help the new staff there, and then going to the medical 
work at Ceduna and Penong before eventually settling 
down at Port Lincoln. Her willingness to do any task 
she was requested to attempt is typical of the spirit of 
the whole staff. 

At the end of the year it was decided to close Coorah 
Hostel at Wentworth Falls in order to concentrate on 
Broken Hill. Arrangements were made for the Matron 
and Warden, Mr. and Mrs. Hustler, who have proved 
such assets to the Society, to transfer to Mungindi Boys' 
Hostel in 1951. 

No report of Hostel work would be complete without 
reference to Mrs. C. E. Mann, whom ill health compelled 
to resign after twenty-five years' splendid service. We 
pray God's richest blessing upon Mrs. Mann in the years 
that remain, 

A Mailbag Sunday School Family in South Australia. 
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MEDICAL SERVICES 

The medical services in hospitals, nursing hostels and 
flying medical services have maintained the high standard 
set in earlier years. During September the Society 
celebrated the 25th Anniversary of the beginning of the 
hospital work in South Australia, and much attention was 
drawn to its work in the South Australian press. 

Dr. Freda Gibson continued her magnificent work, and 
I am glad to say that arrangements for another doctor 
to assist her were concluded towards the end of the 
year. Another lady, Dr. M. Mueller, will join Dr. Freda 
in 1951, and this assistance will be of untold benefit 
not only to Dr. Gibson, but also to the rest of the staff 
and the patients. 

The Society was also able to arrange for a doctor to 
fill the vacancy at Wudinna. Dr. Rogers went out during 
the year, but in private practice and not as a member of 
B.C.A. However, he and the Society have worked together 
in the most cordial and co-operative fashion, and his com-
ing has meant much to us all. 

The two aeroplanes under the capable care of Mr. 
Chadwick and Mr. Bedford, have proved their worth 
again and again in the saving of life and the relief of 
suffering. Mr. Chadwick has done extraordinary work, 
and we are also grateful to Mr. Bedford for his con-
tinued generous and reliable assistance. 

The hospitals at Ceduna, Penong, Cook, Wudinna and 
Tarcoola, together with the dispensary at Cann River, 
have been able to continue only because the Society is 
blessed with a team of Christian nurses and other assist-
ants like Miss Lawtey, who during the year transferred 
from Coorah Hostel to Ceduna, and then to Penong 
Hospital. They labour without counting the cost to 
themselves. Despite far too long hours, all too infre-
quent holidays, due to serious staff shortages, they have 
served God and His Church through this healing ministry 
in a manner which has brought rich blessing to many 
souls. We thank God for them, and pray that many 
more of like spirit will heed the call to serve our Lord 
in hospitals of B.C.A. During the year Sister Pritchard 
resigned through ill-health, after fourteen years with the 
Society in several different hospitals. We are most grate-
ful for all that she did. Sister means much to B.C.A. We 
pray that God will bless her abundantly in the future. 

Miss E. M. Page continued as the Society's pharmacist 
at Ceduna, where she has proved the very real value of 
this branch of our activities, which amongst many other 
benefits, relieves Dr. Freda of the heavy work involved 
in dispensing medicines herself. Miss Page was able to 
get a holiday during the year through Mr. Claude Evans, 
a Sydney pharmacist, relieving her for a time. We are 
grateful to him and to several nurses who relieved for a 
short time, and thus enabled others to obtain much needed 
holidays. 

THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY 

His Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury and Mrs. Fisher 
paid visits to Cook and Tarcoola during their Australian 
tour. The Society was able to arrange for members of 
the staff from other centres to be present on each occa-
sion. The Archbishop was keenly interested in all that 
he saw, and paid outstanding tributes to the worth of the 
work being done. His visit was a great uplift to the 
members of the staff and also attracted wide attention to 
B.C.A. in the public and Church press, both at home 
and overseas. 

DR. ROY GIBSON MEMORIAL 
This fund is still open. The B.C.A. hopes that suffi-

cient money will be given in the near future so that a 
worthy memorial can be completed to perpetuate the 
memory of this great man. It calls upon all its members 
to remember this need and to pay tribute to Dr. Roy's 
invaluable work. It is proposed to complete the Sanc-
tuary in the Church at Ceduna where Dr. Roy worshipped 
and served so faithfully. 

COLONIAL AND CONTINENTAL CHURCH 
SOCIETY 

This Society, which has done so much for the Australian 
Church, continued its support of the Denmark Mission 
in Western Australia, where it finances the work and 
B.C.A. nominates the missioner. 

The Col. and Con. has been most generous and kind 
to Mr. Jones in England, and we are grateful to the 
General Secretary and all members of the Staff for all 
that they have done and are continuing to do. The 
B.C.A. received a number of generous gifts during the 
year from many English friends through Col. and Con. 
Mention has already been made of the wonderful con-
tribution made by the Ladies' Association to St. Mar-
garet's Van, but that is only one of the many contributions. 
Over £600 was given to help with the purchase of Broken 
Hill Hostel, and other generous gifts were made to the 
Mail Bag Sunday School and, in fact, every part of 
B.C.A. Words cannot express all that we owe to our 
Parent Society, but for all that they do in the Homeland 
we offer heartfelt thanks, and pray that we may be 
worthy of their sacrificial work for the Church of God in 
Australia. 

A TRAGIC LOSS 
The Society lost a true friend, wise counsellor and 

father in God when Dr. Charles Murray, the late Bishop 
of Riverina, died in an air crash during the year. B.C.A. 
had many close ties with him and his Diocese, and had 
hoped to be able to help him with many farsighted 
plans for the future welfare of that Diocese. Another 
friend who died at the end of the year was the Rt. Rev. 
Leslie Knight, Bishop of Bunbury, who was always most 
co-operative in all affairs relating to the Denmark Mission. 

Although he died in January, 1951, I feel that the report 
must include a tribute to Mr. R. C. Atkinson, a most 
valued member of B.C.A. Council in Sydney. His services 
to the Society were outstanding in every way, and he is 

The Late Dr. Roy Gibson. 
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sorely missed. We pray that the God of all comfort will 
abundantly bless with His grace the wives and families, 
of these our friends who have gone before. 

PROPAGANDA 
The Society's propaganda continued through several main 

channels—the "Real Australian" and pamphlets, deputa-
tions to churches and numerous organisations and broad-
casting. Each of these methods has won many- friends 
and aroused much new interest, as well as helping to 
maintain the support and inform the minds of old sup-
porters. We are grateful to Rectors, Wardens and Secre-
taries of a great many different organisations who so 
readily help us in publicising B.C.A. 

DINNER TO THEOLOGICAL STUDENTS 
This dinner, made possible by the generosity of two 

laymen, is now eagerly anticipated each year by the stu-
dents of Moore College. The special speaker this year was 
the Rev. L. Broadley, who gave a vivid account of his 
experiences as a B.C.A. missioner. The dinner has been 
the means of interesting all the students in our work. 
Some have volunteered for future service, and all have 
indicated their intention of doing all in their power to 
further the interests of the Society. 

MANPOWER 
This is a problem which B.C.A. shares with the whole 

Church, but it is tackling the problem in a number of 
ways. At all meetings where there are children and young 
men and women, the challenge of Christian service through 
the ministry, nursing and other avenues is put before 
them very strongly. At all meetings older people are asked 
to encourage the younger ones to offer for such, service. 
The need is also placed before scholars in Church, State 
and Sunday schools, as well as through the Church" press 
and B.CA.'s own literature. The Society's literature is 
also sent to theological students and colleges. All this 
effort is making an impact upon the younger members of 
the Church, and the indications are that future manpower 
problems are likely to be considerably eased. 

Christian nurses are very urgently needed for the 
Society's hospitals, where present members of the staff 
are very seriously overworked. The Society calls upon all 
its friends to pray that this urgent need will be supplied, 
and also calls upon them to make the need known to 
the young women of the Church. The daily witness of 
Christian nurses, together with the regular Bible readings, 
prayers and services in all the B.C.A. hospitals is a major 
factor in the evangelisation of the outback. 

VICTORIA 
As indicated in the previous report, the Rev L. Ball 

resigned as Victorian Secretary. He had made many 
friends for the Society and the income steadily increased 
through his enthusiasm and effort. It is to be regretted 
that so far no one has replaced him. This is a vacancy 
which must be filled as soon as possible, so that our 
Victorian work will not suffer. Miss Baldwin also re-
signed after many faithful years in the office, where her 
efficiency and keenness had been of untold value to not a 
few secretaries. She has been replaced by Miss Frances 
Moore, who is living up to the splendid standard set 
by Miss Baldwin. 

THE AUXILIARIES 
The Society gratefully acknowledges the invaluable 

assistance given by the Ladies' Auxiliaries in New South 
Wales, Victoria and South Australia. These Auxiliaries 
supply a great deal of equipment during the year to every 
part of the work, as well as considerable sums of money. 

Without them the Society would be unable to maintain 
the standard of equipment in its buildings. More auxiliaries 
would go a long way towards supplying many more needs, 
so we hope that the women of the Church will heed the 
call to form more of these organisations, which mean 
so much to the outback. There should be one in every 
parish. 

THE COUNCIL 
The B.C.A. is blessed with a fine team of clergy and 

business men who direct the affairs of the Society with 
an enthusiasm and wisdom second to none. All busy men, 
they give long hours every month to meetings and dis-
cussions which reveal their wide experience and spiritual 
understanding. The result is that they set a high stan-
dard of service and efficiency which is reflected throughout 
the Society. 

FINANCE 
The income of the Society was £30,014 through the 

N.S.W. accounts and £3,445 through the Victorian 
accounts, which, less £2463 remitted to Head Office, makes 
a grand total of £30,966. 

Despite all this generous giving and many economies, 
the General Debit was reduced by only £16 to £4,316. 
Still, the Financial Report is most encouraging for the 
deficit is not due to decreased giving, but to the greatly 
increased costs of maintaining our activities. The Bark 
Huts collections, for instance, increased from £2998 to 
£3307, which again demonstrates the value of this method 
of raising funds. 

Finance is, of course, an ever-present problem which 
must be faced with faith, prayer and resolution. God is 
greater than any inflationary tendency, and we are confident 
that He will continue to supply our every need. This 
need will increase next year, for it is estimated that 
£5,000 more than was raised this year will be necessary 
if we are to maintain the work at its present standard. 
As already indicated, some missions will be able to bear 
more of their burden themselves, but as against that, 
salaries, which are far too low, must be increased to 
relieve our staff of financial worry and in some cases, of 
actual hardship. The Council is at present engaged on 
this problem, and is carefully reviewing every aspect 
of the work. This will result in many changes being 
made next year which, in the opinion of the Council, 
will improve the effectiveness of the Society. 

As we look back over the year, we are deeply con-
scious of what the Society owes to that multitude of 
friends who through their earnest prayer, constant ser-
vice and generous giving make this work possible. Our 
heartfelt thanks go out to them all. 

Above all else, we render humble thanks to God for 
His never-failing blessing and guidance. Again and 
again we have been made keenly aware of His Divine 
Presence, as seemingly insuperable difficulties have been 
overcome and "impossible-to-supply" needs have been sup-
plied. To Him be all the praise and the Glory. Next year 
promises to be even more difficult, but we are confident 
that He will be with us and bless us in the future as He 
has done in the past. May we go forward in this 
faith, looking unto Him so that we shall be given the 
grace to seek to fulfil our inspiring ideal—"Australia for 
Christ." 

DAVID LIVINGSTONE, 
7 Acting Organising Missioner. 
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STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31st DECEMBER, 1950. 

RECEIPTS 
£ s. d. 

Balances as at 1/1/50: 
Cr. Col. and Con. C'wealth 

Bank A/c 1,044 16 3 
,, Property Income A/c. 7,323 3 6 

Less Debits: 
Bank of N.S.W.— 

General A/c 4.332 
General Purchase A/c. 311 

To Subscriptions 
,. Donations 
,, Legacies 
,, Collections 
,, Allocated Donations . . 
,, Box Openings 
,, Real Australian Receipts 
,, Kookaburra Club . . . 
„ Mail Bag Sunday School 
„ Hospital Remittances . 
,, Hostel Remittances . . 

Stipend Contributions . 
„ Tarcoola Medical Fund 
., Penong and Far West 

Medical Com 
,, Flying Medical Service 

Fund 
„ Victorian Branch Remit-

tances 
., Col. and Con. Grants . 

Women's Auxiliary . . 
Special Appeals H.O. . 
Suspense A/c 
Sundry Sales 
Sundry Remittances . . . 
Sundry Refunds 
Transfers from other 

A/cs 
Dividends and Interest 
Drafts on behalf of Col. 

and Con 

Debit Balance as at 31 /12 /50 : 
Dr. 

£4,316 19 3 
871 1 5 

21 
2,769 
1.421 

756 
1,167 
2,120 

47 
6 

303 
1,432 
1,250 

664 
961 

800 

1,904 

2.463 
3,031 

86 
737 
338 

1,529 
150 
643 

185 
95 

Bank N.S.W. 
General Pur. 
Five Dock 

House 
Broken Hill. 

Cr. 
Property In-

come A/c. 
C.B.A. Col. & 

Con 

2,814 
3,070 

2 
14 

5,373 17 9 

826 8 5 

8,367 19 9 

3 8 
7 11 

4,643 11 7 

3,724 8 2 
12 
19 
19 
16 
8 
2 

19 
10 
0 

12 10 
0 0 
0 0 

15 0 

0 0 

12 1 

9 0 
3 2 
0 0 

15 6 
11 10 

1 10 
0 0 

12 11 

15 2 
9 1 

5,124 4 9 
30,013 12 9 

11,072 17 7 

6,200 6 2 
4,872 11 5 

£38.610 12 4 

PAYMENTS 
£ 

By Grants to Field Work 9,803 
Stipends and Salaries, H.O 1,985 
Travelling Expenses H.O 265 
Flying Medical Service 2,601 
Mail Bag Sunday School 1,730 

932 
56 

427 
273 
161 
82 

188 
297 
311 
44 

343 
228 

59 
Purchase of Cars and Vans 4,150 

59 
295 
464 
313 

1,048 
121 
125 

R.A. Printing 
Christmas Books 
Broadcasting 
Insurance 
Car Maintenance 
Rents, Rates and Taxes 
Advertising 
Printing and Stationery 
Postage, etc 
Cheque Exchange . . . . 
Suspense A/c 
College Fees 
Property Repairs 

s. d. 
1 5 

19 10 
12 7 
9 11 
6 9 

14 2 
14 8 

Lantern Equipment 
General Office Expenses 
Branch Expenses 
Payments on Van 
Alterations to Broken Hill Hostel 
Sundry Transfers 
Interest on Overdraft 
Payment on Buildings 6,894 
Payments on behalf Col. and Con. . 5,342 

12 8 
13 5 
15 0 
2 3 

14 8 
19 1 
6 8 
4 

17 
2 

10 
2 

10 
7 11 

7 6 
9 2 

12 7 

£38,610 12 4 
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L^ann reiver 
Sister I. Gwynne. 

A few weeks ago we were waiting for the 
Ambulance to take a patient to hospital. A 
neighbour had called to see the patient and 
offered to help in any way she could. A car 
pulled up at my front gate to take me to see 
the mother of the driver — a very sick 
woman. I gathered up material that 
would be necessary and got into the car, but 
just as we pulled away from the gate another 
car pulled up. On board was a man with a 
bad leg, caused by falling on some rocks. So 
I went inside again and attended to him—and 
then on to treat the sick woman. When I 
got back the Ambulance was here, and so we 
were able to get our patient to hospital. The 
next day we took the other sick woman to 
Bombala (fifty-six miles away), and she was 
put in hospital and two days later had an 
operation. 

A week or so later I had gone to pay a busi-
ness call, and on returning was accosted by the 
lady of the hotel,. who asked me if I could 
spare time to see one of the staff who had been 
scalded. I had a look at her to see the extent 
of her injuries and then came to my cottage— 
a very short distance—to get the necessary 
materials to dress the injuries. Before I could 
leave again, a truck pulled up and they had 
on board a man with an injury to his back and 
possible fracture of a rib—the result of a slight 
accident with the truck, so I attended to him 
and then returned to the other patient at the 
hotel to dress her injuries. So life at times here 
can be very exciting. 

Only this week I've had a young man very 
sick; a high temperature, but apart from a 
slight cough there were no other definite symp-
toms, so we thought it looked like flu. He 
had only been home a few days from hospital, 
having had his appendix removed. I had 
been to see him several times—at 7 p.m. on 
Monday, and again just after 10 p.m. I then 
stayed the night there to note his condition 
in the morning so that I could report to Dr. 
and see what more could be done, or whether 
we should take him to hospital again. After 
seeing the doctor, we determined to take him 

to hospital next day if there was no improve-
ment. I was in Orbost on Tuesday, and on 
returning, the young man's father was wait-
ing for me. There was also a 'phone message 
to ask if I could go to see a patient (if they 
came for me) about fifteen miles away: they 
thought the woman had measles. I suggested 
that they should pick me up at the first 
patient's place as that would save them a 
few miles. 

On arrival at the first place I suggested 
sponging the lad, as he had been perspiring 
profusely. We soon discovered that he had a 
rash which looked suspiciously like measles. 
So that allayed our fears of any worse trouble 
and also saved us having to take him to hos-
pital again. A truck met me there and took 
me further on to see the other patient—and 
then brought me home again, arriving at 
midnight. 

Life here at times can be very hectic, but 
there is joy in service—especially when one 
has an opportunity of telling of the love of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and all that He means 
to us. 

The Church at Cann River. 
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The Society is grateful to the Church people 
of Leura who have raised over £100 for the 
funds. It was a splendid effort which will 
mean much to the work. 

* 4f # 4fr 

The Rev. D. A. Richards-Pugh deeply appre-
ciates .the gifts of hymn books which he re-
ceived as a result of our appeal in the last issue. 

* * 4f * 

The girls of Port Lincoln will be grateful for 
the gifts of a modern encyclopaedia to help 
them with their home work. Such gifts should 
be sent to the Matron, B.C.A. Hostel, Pt. Lin-
coln, S.A. 

* * * * 
The Annual Sydney Rally will be held on 

Friday, August 24th, at 7.45 p.m. Watch for 
further details of this great meeting. 

* * * • * 
The Annual Melbourne Rally will be held on 

September 12th. One of the speakers will be 
Deaconess Spry from Wilcannia who has a 
fascinating story to tell. 

* * * * 
Remember that August is the nex̂ t Box open-

ing month. The Bark Huts are tremendously 
worth while and their regular opening is of 
great importance to our work. 

* * * * 
Miss J. Cheers has resigned from Mungindi 

Girls' Hostel. We offer her our best wishes for 
the future. Miss Cheers has been replaced by 
Miss M. Farr. We deeply appreciate her co-
operation in moving from Port Lincoln. 

* * 45- 45-

Miss Helen Page who was B.C.A.'s Chief 
Clerk for eight years recently resigned to 
become Assistant Bursar of the New England 
Girls' School at Armidale. The Society offers 
her its very best wishes for her new work. 

* * * * 
We welcome in Miss Page's place, Miss Nancy 

Dearberg. We trust that she will be very 
happy and enjoy much blessing as a member 
of the B.C.A. family. 

Miss N. Stokes after serving in hospitals and 
hostels for over five years has left the Society. 
She did most faithful work and will be sorely 
missed. The best wishes and prayers of us all 
go with her. 

Sister J. Armstrong has returned to Sydney 
for further training. While she, too, will be 
missed the extra training will make her an 
even more valued nurse in the future. 

Will Subscribers please note that owing to 
the increased costs, the subscription to the 
Real Australian is now 2/6 per annum. 

The Society is grateful for the thought of the 
late Miss Henson who remembered B.C.A. in 
her will. 

Our thanks are due to Mr. Les Vitnell, of 
Eastwood, who has done some excellent poster 
work for us. 

Many thanks to the Eastwood and Harris 
Park Churches who recently helped the Society 
by presenting a play at each Church. 

A film strip projector and a glass slide pro-
jector will be valuable assets to the Minnipa 
Mission. Lantern services are particularly 
effective in the bush and bring the Gospel be-
fore lonely people in a vivid way which makes 
a lasting impression. Such lanterns or gifts 
for the purpose will be deeply appreciated. 

The Annual Report and Statement is pub-
lished in this issue. We hope that you will 
carefully read both, for they are records of the 
fine work being done, not only by those in 
the field, but by those who pray and give as 
well. 
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The B.C.A. Confirmation notes are now avail-
able in a revised and improved form at 2/-
per copy. 

# * # * 
Miss Amy Young, of Summer Hill, who 

passed away in April, was for many years a 
keen and valued voluntary worker in the Mail 
Bag Sunday School. To Miss Ada Young, her 
sister, we extend our sincere sympathy. 

# * * * 
Congratulations to Miss Myra Patterson, of 

the Mail Bag Sunday School office on obtaining 
First Class Honours in the recent Sydney Pre-
liminary Theological Course. 

# * * # 
Urgent Need.—Has any subscriber a spare 

linen press or similar cupboard with shelves? 
If so, the Mail Bag Sunday School would be 
glad to accept it to use for the storage of 
lessons, 

# * * * 
Bibles, Prayer Books and also A. & M. Hymn 

Books in good condition and with clear type 
are needed by workers in the field and the 
Mail Bag Sunday School. 

CENTRAL WOMEN'S AUXILIARY, 
MELBOURNE. 

We held our annual Corporate Communion 
on Tuesday, February 20, at 11 p.m. in the 
Lady Chapel of St. Paul's, the Very Rev. 
the Dean of Melbourne officiating. A good 
number of members of the B.C.A. Auxiliaries 
were present and later we had lunch and 
social intercourse at the Fitzroy Gardens. 
This service and afternoon grows in signifi-
cance for our members each year. We feel 
that it is a great help to us in our year's 
work. 

Our Annual Meeting was held on Tuesday, 
March 20, and the following office bearers 
were elected for 1951: 

Patroness: Mrs. Donald Baker. 
President: Mrs. W. L. Woods. 
Vice-Presidents: Mrs. L. A. Clarke, Mrs. 

I. Sergeant, Mrs. J. H. Pettingill. 
Honorary Secretary: Mrs. H. Goodwin. 
Honorary Treasurer: Mrs. L. G. Ball. 
We rejoice very much that Mrs. Goodwin 

was willing to be elected Honorary Secretary, 
and trust that she will be very happy with us. 

We have sent £50 to Ceduna to purchase 
linen for the hospitals, and are purchasing 
baby scales for Rawlinna dispensary. 

ST. JOHN'S WOMEN'S AUXILIARY, 
HEIDELBERG 

The auxiliary held the first meeting for 1950 
at the Vicarage in May, with Miss E. Warren-
Thomas, as speaker, telling us of the religious 
correspondence work of G.B.R.E., and also 
something of our own Mail Bag Sunday School 
and the value of the travelling van in this 
connection. Her talk promoted much general 
discussion on religious instruction by letter. 

We again combined with the Mothers' 
Union in September for our second meeting, 
the Rev. L. G. Ball giving another of his 
inspiring talks. This united meeting helps 
spread knowledge of B.C.A. as new members 
are always coming into the M.U., and we are 
very grateful for this opportunity provided 
for increasing the interest. 

Mrs. Moore opened her home to us once 
more for the Annual Meeting in November, 
from which two of our very faithful members, 
Mesdames Fairweather and Heather, were 
particularly missed through illness. A quan-
tity of used linen was collected for distribution 
to the B.C.A. hospitals and a parcel of scrap 
books and magazines was sent to Ceduna. 
After the business was concluded, a delightful 
time was spent with members telling their 
favourite lines from the Bible, and this was a 
most uplifting ending. 

Interest has been well-sustained through-
out 1950 with box collections above the pre-
vious total. As we begin activities for 1951 
we look forward with hope that they will be 
fruitful in this branch of service for our Lord. 

Office-bearers for 1951 are:—President: Mrs. 
A. Craig; Vice-Presidents, Mesdames Moore 
and O'Mara: Honorary Secretary and Trea-
surer, Mrs. Brightwell. 

A. G. BRIGHTWELL, 
Honorary Secretary. 

/ . • 

N.S.W. LISTENERS ! 
tune in to 

2GB 
for the B.C.A. "Bush Padre" Session 

Now on 
FRIDAYS AT 11.15 A.M. 



THE REAL AUSTRALIAN 14 June, 1951. 

^rrearlenina ^lan& in ^Jhe ^JtwauA 
Rev. K. Seymour. 

It gives me great pleasure to write this 
article for the "Real Australian", as it is my 
first as one of the family of B.C.A. 

Since coming to Beech Forest last May, 
I have discovered the wonderful fellowship 
among the clergy of B.C.A., the great help of 
the Assistant Organising Missioner, the team 
spirit among all interested, and the deep 
yearning among the auxiliaries and helpers to 
found our Lord's Kingdom. It is also a great 
spiritual benefit to know one is being upheld 
in prayer by so many. 

I would like to give you a short word-
picture of the life and work of the B.C.A. 
Parish of Beech Forest and Apollo Bay. 

This is a combined parish in the south-west 
of Victoria, our neighbour being Mr. Beavan 
in the Heytesbury Forest. Its southern boun-
dary is the Southern Ocean, the only town of 
any size in the parish being Apollo Bay, a 
seaside resort of about eight hundred to a 
thousand people. There are eight centres in 
the parish, covering a wide area. We have 
only two Anglican churches, St. Anselm's of 
Beech Forest and St. Aidan's of Apollo Bay. 
We use other buildings at five centres and 
an old disused school at Hordern Vale. The 
spirit of worship is very deep in most centres, 
and with the aid of a table, cloth, a cross and 
flowers, the atmosphere of a church is brought 
home to us. 

The little building at Hordern Vale is a 
gem. The original school was not a mighty 
structure—10ft. x 10ft.—with about six pupils. 
Later on another 10ft. x 10ft. section was 
added, giving a total of 10ft. x 20ft. The 
furnishings now consist of a blackboard run-
ning the full length of one*side (this is now 
filled with drawings used by the local Sun-
day school), four or five small seats at one 
end, a lectern from which the service is con-
ducted, and an organ. Our lighting is sup-
plied by several petrol lamps, as our monthly 
service here is held at night. They do splutter 
sometimes, or go out, or make a terrific noise, 
but thank goodness, they have never yet blown 
up! At the other end is a fireplace. We 
usually light the fire before Evensong to boil 
the water for a cup of tea, and I stand in 

front of it to conduct the service, being of 
necessity compelled to deliver a "hot Gospel" 
message! After Evensong we always have a 
"cuppa" and a talk. 

Yurrlong is a new centre, only opened up a 
few months ago, but the people are respond-
ing well. People of all denominations attend, 
and some have to walk long distances as they 
have no conveyance. The hall here is beau-
tifully decorated for Church use. At one end 
one of our energetic men has strewn palm 
leaves in a church-window effect; a small Holy 
Table is provided, and on it a beautifully 
carved wooden cross purchased in Bethlehem 
by this man during service in the war. He 
also produced an organ from somewhere for 
our opening service. In addition, this man 
has some beautiful blackwood trees growing 
on his property, so he cut one down, took the 
big lengths of timber to Warrnambool, a 
large town about 65 miles away, and had 
them cut into appropriate lengths and widths, 
and obtained the help of a local craftsman to 
make for us a lovely lectern and a font. You 
can imagine that these articles of Church fur-
niture in beautifully polished blackwood and 
the other articles make the Yurrlong Hall 
an attractive place of worship. 

At Carlisle River we have a very energetic 
congregation. They have a fair sum in the 
bank towards the building of a church in this 
centre, so let us hope that the not too distant 
future will see a worthy building erected. 
The Ladies' Guild, too, is an active body: the 
latest help they gave to the Church was the 
purchase of Prayer and Hymn books for con-
gregational use. They are now working to 
buy their own Communion vessels and Com-
munion linen. So this centre is one of great 
encouragement. 

This gives readers a pen-picture of parts 
of this Victorian parish. It is set among 
rough, difficult country, much of it still vir-
gin bush, some cleared for farming purposes, 
some given to vast pine plantations. The 
people are generous, friendly, hospitable, and 
industrious, while a great zeal for the spread 
of the Church is evident among the solid core 
of faithful people at each centre, 
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Rev. T. J. Hayman. 

Heavily laden, St. Brigid's Van moved 
slowly out of the little church yard into the 
main street of Ceduna. Soon the village, the 
hospital and my home were left behind. You 
will remember that St. Brigid, a ton utility, is 
the gift of the Church of Ireland. I was tak-
ing her on my usual long patrol, which was to 
commence with a long and steady drive of three 
hundred miles in nine hours. The time was 
limited because I had to attend a Sunday 
School Anniversary that night. 

An hour and a half later I passed the Church 
at Penong. It stands as a sentinel to the great 
outback, for it is the last church westward 
for eight hundred miles. The majority of the 
congregation in the little church are the mar-
ried sons of one faithful farmer. With a suc-
cession of droughts many other people have 
left. White ants have been the biggest enemy 
of this Church. Built of wood and iron, the 
termites have been to work so thoroughly that 
in places only the layer of paint remains. 
Treatment has been given and boards replaced 
with no avail. When the wind blows the little 
building sways. 

A brief visit had to be made to our hospital 
here. On and on I must drive with as few 
stops as possible. I had passed the last group 
of farms. One hundred miles lay behind. In 
the two hundred miles left, only two lonely 
homesteads stand in large sheep station hold-
ings. Compulsory stops are made at the dog 
gates. The wild dog or dingo still tries stealth-
ily to pass the vermin fence. As the sheep 
must be protected, the big gates are opened and 
carefully shut again. 

At the last gate, I turned sharply to the 
right, going northward to the railway village 
on the great Transcontinental Railway line. 
With the temperature well over 100 degrees 
"in the shade," I felt very hot and dirty. The 
thought of shade is a mockery here. The 
treeless Nullarbor offers no protection from the 
glare and heat. Red dust covers everything. 
It even finds its way inside the suitcases. My 
drinking water had become hot, too. 

At last a dark rectangle appeared in the dis-
tance. This was the water tank at Cook, ten 

miles away. I turned on my headlights in 
the early dusk for someone would be looking 
out for the car. Often they have looked in 
vain, for punctures or blowouts have caused 
delays. This time God had seen fit to permit 
a quick and safe journey. 

That evening, bathed and changed, I listened 
to a keen band of children recite and sing. Two 
of our B.C.A. sisters carry on a marvellous 
spiritual ministry here, as well as doing a 
good work of healing in the hospital. I, then, 

spoke to the children using a flannelgraph illus-
tration. The night was hot and breathless. In-
sects of all sorts were flying around. Sleep 
seemed impossible inside, so out I went under 
the stars. Canvas alone supported me below; 
a sheet above protected me from the insects. 

Rising early with the sun, preparations had 
to be made for the two hundred miles which 
lay ahead on this day. Leaving the railway, I 
turned south and then further west. For the 
next two days I travelled along the coastal 
strip, visiting the very few sheep stations. I 
purposed to return along the railway again. 
By this time the Nullarbor Plain was left be-
hind, and I was in light timber country. 

Almost at the far extremity of the eighty 
thousand square miles mission district, I came 
to Goddard's Creek. If ever water does run 

Sister Ross visits a Typical Home on the East-West 
line. 
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in this creek, it runs underneath the powder-
dry dusty sand. I knew others had been stuck 
in the creek from time to time, so I followed 
what I thought to be the track of someone 
who knew the creek. Rushing down one side 
of the first arm, I came to a standstill up the 
other bank with a mighty bump. All four 
wheels were well down in the sand. My heart 
sank too! For six hours in the blazing sun I 
battled up the grade. The only hope of pro-
gress was to put the car up on to short boards. 
Often the jack slipped. At sunset I realised 
that I would not be across the other arm of the 
creek before darkness set in. Two railway 
camps remained to be visited before turning 
east again. The only way to keep my schedule 
was to walk in the dark along the railway track 
the thirteen miles to Zanthus and catch the 
train to Coonana. The keenness of the child-
ren at these two camps made the walk very 
worthwhile. 

From camp to camp, Christmas books from 
B.C.A. were distributed. As I gave two lads 
their books, they asked wistfully when they 
would have to return them. They turned away 
with delight when they were told the books 
were theirs for "keeps". 

Rawlinna, a camp of over a hundred people, 
is of special interest. While I was there final 
arrangements were made to have the medical 
hostel ready for Sister Thomas. This is one 
of the latest ventures the B.C.A. has under-
taken. It now completes the row of medical 
hostels or hospitals every three hundred miles 
across this lonely heart of the Australian con-
tinent. 

At a different camp each day, I visited the 
people and held a service. Thank God for real 
spiritual contacts made. Out of the light 
timber, I travelled eastward on to the stony 
plain again. Dust storms, punctures and blow-
outs all told a separate story. 

A few days before Christmas, two stages be-
fore home, it rained heavily with over two 
inches falling in some places. Holding my 
breath I drove steadily through long pools, 
but with a sickening slither I began to sink 
deep into the mud. Four hours later, covered 
in mud from head to foot I landed the car on 
firm ground. Even though I was three-quar-
ters of an hour late that evening, a number of 
farmers and their families waited for the ser-
vice in the local hall. 

At last I headed for home. Missioner's wives 
must be patient women, remaining at home 
while their husbands are on patrol. As I 
passed the white ant-eaten Penong Church, I 
told the folk I would be back on Christmas 
Day. Somebody asked, "What would they do 
with the Church at Penong if they were to 
build a new one?" A man standing by replied, 
"Release the supporting wire on the windward 
side and the lot would collapse!" Sinking but 
not yet sunk! This outpost church must be re-
newed. The folk of the tiny village are going 
to do their best. Even the people in the scat-
tered outback are lending a hand. Perhaps 
you would like to help them. 

Remember the Sydney Rally on Friday, August 17 

Mr. Hayman's Van crossing the Nullarbor. 
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THE PLACE OI PRAYER 
A Prayer for U s e with O u r Prayer List. 

O Lord G o d of our nation, W h o has c o m m a n d e d m e n to subdue a nd replenish the earth: 
Look in T h y l o v e u p o n all w h o in distant parts o f our land are striving against m a n y difficulties, 
and are deprived the access of the means of grace. Strengthen and g u i d e t h e B u s h Church A i d 
Society an d al l members of the staff. Cheer a n d comfort them in d iscouragement and lone l iness , 
bless their ministrations to the g o o d of those t h e y serve, a n d grant that the message o f redeeming 
love may thus be roo ted a n d g r o u n d e d In our national l i fe , to the g lory o f T h y Great N a m e 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. A m e n . 

S U N D A Y . 
MORNING EVENING 

The Far West Missions 
at Penong, Ceduna, Min-
nipa and Cowell; the Mis-
sioners, Revs. D. Pugh, G. 
Fuhrmeister and T. Hay' 
man. 

The West Darling Mis-
sions at Wilcannia and 
Menindee: the N.W. Mai-
lee; the Missioner, Rev. 
W. Mitchell, and Dea-
conesses P. Spry and B. 
Clarke. 

M O N D A Y . 
MORNING EVENING 

The Cann River Mission, 
the Bonang Mission, the 
Streaky Bay Mission; the 
Missioners, Revs. J. Shil-
ton, D. H. Wicking, and 
P. Connell. 

The Denmark Settlement; 
and the missioner Rev. J. 
Johnston; for the Pharma-
cist, Miss E. M. Page. 

T U E S D A Y . 
MORNING 

For Sisters F. Dowling, 
J; Miller, Hitchcock, L. 
Loane, B. Tierney, R. Met-
calfe, V. Brealey, R. Lang-
tree, R. Schaefer, and Miss 
F. Lawtey. 

For the Bowral Hostel, 
Miss E. Cheers. For Theo-
logical Students of the 
Society in training. 

EVENING 
For the Cann River Dis-

pensary, and S i s t e r 
Gwynne and Wudinna Hos-
pital, and Sisters R. Portch. 
V. Holle, B. Barber, and 
Staff. 

For the Rawlinna Medical 
Hostel and Sister E. Thomas. 

W E D N E S D A Y . 
MORNING 

For the children in the 
Mungindi, Broken Hill and 
Port Lincoln Hostels, and 
for the workers, Mr. and 
Mrs. Hustler, Misses I. 
Beck, M. Farr, Mr. and 
Mrs. McLaughlin. 

EVENING 
For the Flying Medical 

(Services, Mr. Chadwick, 
Mr. Bedford, Doctor F. 
Gibson, and Doctor M. 
Mueller. 

For the wives and fami-
lies of the Missioners and 
Air Pilot. 

T H U R S D A Y . 
MORNING EVENING 

For the Mail Bag Sun-
day School with its Gospel 
messages for the children. 
For the Director, Miss R. 
Campbell, the teachers and 
helpers, that they may find 
encouragement in their 
work. 

For the Organising Mis* 
sioner, and Asst. Organis-
ing Missioner, that they 
may be strengthened and 
guided in all their endeav-
ours for the good of the 
work and in their relation-
ships with their fellow-
workers. 

F R I D A Y . 
MORNING 

For the Bishop Kirkby 
Memorial Hospital and 
Sisters Horsburgh. and Ross 
as they minister to the 
people on the great Nullar-
bor Plain. For Sister Page 
and the Tarcoola Medical 
Hostel. 

EVENING 
For students and all in 

training for this work of 
God. For the Heytesbury 
Forest Mission, and the 
Otway Ranges Mission, 
and the Missioners, Rev. 
E. G. Beavan and Rev. 
K. Seymour. 

S A T U R D A Y . 
MORNING 

For the President and 
Council of the Society, 
that they may be guided 
by His wisdom. 

For the Home Base 
Staffs, Auxiliaries, and 
parochial workers. 

EVENING 
For the Rappville Mis-

sion. 

For the N.S.W., Vic-
torian and South Austra-
lian Secretaries. 

Each day pray that the many needs of the work may 
be met. 

Running expenses of £7 per hour to keep the Medical 
Tlanes in the air. 

Consecrated clergy missioners and other workers for 
urgent work in the field. 

That our work may continue to progress despite the 
difficulties of the post-war period. 

Give T h a n k s — 
For the rich blessing and wonderful growth of the Society's work. 
For all the kindly givers w h o have he lped with their self-denials. 
For the F ly ing Medica l Services . 
For the joy of service. 
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THE ANNUAL SYDNEY RALLY 
will be held on 

Friday, August 17th, at 7.45 p.m. 

in the Chapter House of St. Andrew's Cathedral 

Speakers will b e : — T h e Organizing Missioner. 

Lantern Talk by N.S .W. Secretary. 

The latest slides of work in the field will be shown. 

Thank Offering. 

Be sure to come to this warm-hearted Family Gathering. 

THE ANNUAL MELBOURNE RALLY 
will be held on 

Wednesday, September 12, at 7.45 p.m. 
in the Chapter House of St. Paul's Cathedral. 

Chairman: T h e Archbishop of Melbourne. 

Speakers : T h e Organizing Missioner. 

Deaconess Spry of Wilcannia , N .S .W. 

The proceedings will commence with the Family Tea at 6 p.m. 
Thank Offering. 

Remember to join the Victorian Family of B.C.A. at this great Meeting. 

EDGAR BRAGG & SONS PTY. LTD., PRINTERS, 4-6 BARKER STREET, SYDNEY 


